
Separate But Equal?

The Civil Rights Struggle in Virginia

Made possible by a

grant from Virginia

Dominion  Power



Richmond, Virginia 1865



Also Protected Rights of Freed Slaves

 13th amendment – December 6, 1865 -abolished 
slavery in the entire United States.

 14th amendment – July 9, 1868 - made former 
slaves citizens of the United States and the state 
in which they live, forbade the denial of equal 
rights.

 15th amendment – February 3, 1870- said that 
voting rights cannot be denied to a person 
because of his race. (only applies to males)



Virginia allowed back into Union

Approve 13th , 14th, 15th Amendments

New constitution “called Underwood 

Constitution” ratified

Created public school.  Black and 

White, but separate.



Separate but Equal Schools

After the Civil War, public schools 

were created.

 Schools were to be separate but equal

 Separate schools were started in Louisa 

County for black and white children





Reconstruction

 After the war several black officials were elected 

to local and state offices and blacks voted in 

large numbers.

 Civil Rights Act of 1875  states that no citizen 

can be denied the equal use of public 

facilities such as inns, restaurants, etc. on the 

basis of color.

 Election of Rutherford B. Hayes and return to 

local rule.  Reconstruction ends.



Shift in Political Power

 Civil Rights Act of 1875 assures equal 

rights but is struck down in 1883.

 Whites regaining power in Virginia

 1888 John Mercer Langston first 

African-American from Virginia to 

United States Congress.  Lost in 1890 

and last one for a century.





Arrival of Legal Discrimination

“Jim Crow Era”

 1898 Plessy vs. Ferguson 

Supreme Court decision 

segregates public 

transportation. 

 Laws written to keepKeep

races separate socially. 

"Jim Crow" came to personify 

the legal system of racial 

oppression and segregation in 

the United States.



Virginia Makes Segregation Law

 Growing move to return whites to political 

power led to: 

 A new Virginia State Constitution in 1902.

 Disfranchisement of black voters.

 Literacy Tests- former Confederates exempt.

 Poll tax.



Mt. Garland 1903 

Many African-Americans communities raised money to build 

their own schools.

Willing Workers Club of  Mt. Garland in Louisa Co.



Shady Grove, built after the Civil War in Louisa 
County (near Gum Spring) was still used in 
1923.  It was replaced by a new Rosenwald
School (one of 3 in Louisa County)



Rosenwald , Jeanes and General 

Education Board

 Julius Rosenwald and over 5,000 schools in the 

South

 Anna T. Jeanes Supervisors

(Lucille Holt 1st in Louisa Co. 

in 1921)

 General Education Board

(Jackson Davis Photographs)



Apple Grove School 

(white) about 1930



Louisa 

Training

School

built in 

1927. 

Photos 

taken in 

1949.



New Louisa High School 1940





This was the school in Trevilians in 1932





1940s NAACP

NAACP won several legal cases 

filed asking for more equal schools

Sensing the pressure, Louisa 

County began Consolidation of its 

schools.



Consolidation about 1950

Rising Sun School east of  Mineral was a white school



Evergreen School 1949 

In 1949 this school listed as the worst school in Louisa County.



Better, but still separate

New black High 

School in Louisa 

named

A. G. Richardson 

opened in 1953



“All that was during Jim Crow.”
 What do they tell you about life under the “Jim 

Crow” laws?



1954

 What happened this year?

 Brown Vs. Board of Education

 Federal  law contradicted Virginia Constitution



What is the Supreme Court?

Final authority in American Law

Nine members

Interpret the constitution

Decide on most difficult cases



What if you were a judge on the 

U.S. Supreme Court

What  if  YOU were asked to judge if segregated 

schools should end?

Based on what you know of Louisa County as 

an example, were separate schools for white and 

black children providing EQUAL education for 

their students?   





Brown Vs. Board of Education

What was the result in 

Virginia?

Initially was called Massive 

Resistance



Massive Resistance

 U.S. Senator Harry F. 

Byrd, Sr. controlled VA 

politcs.

 Promoted Southern 

Manifesto and coined 

phrase “Massive 

Resistance”

 Cut off funds to school 

systems which integrated.





Civil Rights Act 1964

 State with segregated school HAD to integrate 

those schools.

 Federal funding would be cut off for any 

segregated school or school program.

 Freedom of Choice plan 

 Black students and parents had to apply to 

attend white school.  Would you have applied?



Green in New Kent   1968

 Charles C. Green v. County School Board of 
New Kent County, VA

 Freedom of Choice not integration.

 Full integration required.

 Louisa  was fully integrated by 1970.



Summary

What about school segregation and the 

effort to integrate do you want to 

know more about?

What questions you would like to ask 

someone who experienced it?

 Samples of oral histories:
http://www2.vcdh.virginia.edu/civilrightstv/oral.html

http://www2.vcdh.virginia.edu/civilrightstv/oral.html
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